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2018-2019 marked the 10 year anniversary of the Windsor Essex Local Immigration Partnership. In 

November 2008, the City of Windsor was given the lead for the WE LIP initiative by Immigration, 

Refugees and Citizenship Canada. In January 2009, the first council meeting was held with an assembly 

of committed stakeholders working towards a common goal of creating a welcoming community for 

newcomers to Windsor-Essex. 

To recognize a decade’s worth of collaborative accomplishments, WE LIP hosted the 2019 Annual 
Community Forum and 10 Year Celebration on February 19, 2019 at the University of Windsor’s Windsor 
Hall. 

Over 90 WE LIP Council and community members were in attendance to hear remarks from speakers:  

 Hugo Vega, WE LIP Chair 

 Gillian Wan, Director, Integration, Settlement Network - Ontario 

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada 

 Gary McNamara, Warden, County of Essex 

 Jelena Payne, Community Development and Health Services Commissioner, City of Windsor 

 

 

   

Donated sweets Diane Holden (IRCC), Gillian Wan (IRCC) &  

Hugo Vega (WE LIP Chair) 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Windsor Essex Local Immigration Partnership is grateful for the generous donations provided by: 

 

 DECOR VENUE 

 Ayballoona  Continuing Education, University of Windsor 

 

 VIDEO MUSIC 

 Community Living Essex County  École secondaire catholique l’Essor Jazz Combo 

 

SWEETS 

Chadia Kawass 

École secondaire de Lamothe-Cadillac 

Hoda Kawass 

The Syrian Community Centre of Windsor 
Comité local en immigration francophone Windsor-Essex-Chatham-Kent 

 

Lynne Shepley, Jennifer Franklin-McInnis, Charlotte LeFrank, Marina George, Mary Ellen Bernard 

Michelle Suchiu, Yasmine Joheir, Nick Beluli, Denise Ghanam 

WE LIP 10th Anniversary Working Group 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Display boards highlighting a decade of collaborative work. 

Photo credit: Mike Kovaliv, Snapd 

Nil Parent, Shannon Ciampa (MCC) & Dave Palin (GECDSB LARC) École secondaire catholique l’Essor Jazz Combo 

Kindu Selemani (Matthew House), Mary Kay Morand (New 

Beginnings) & Myles Soulliere (New Beginnings) 

Wansoo Park (University of Windsor School of Social Work) & 

Hussein Kawas (CCFWEK) 


