
 

 

 

 

CAREER PROFILES 
 

Industrial Painters, Coaters and Metal Finishing Process Operators: 

Industrial Painters and Coaters operate and tend machines or use brushes and spray 

equipment to apply paint, enamel, lacquer or other non-metallic protective and decorative 

coatings to surfaces of various products. Metal Finishing Process Operators operate machines 

or equipment to deposit metallized substances on workpieces and surfaces to provide 

decorative, protective and restorative coatings. 

 

Wage/Salary Information: 

$45,032.17 is the median annual salary found locally. 

$21.65/hour is the median wage reported locally. 

 

Commonly Listed Skills in Job Postings: 

 Detail oriented 

 Scaffolding 

 Team player 

 Swing stages 

 Spray guns 

 Sandblasters 

 Caulking guns 

 Oral and written communication 

 Blueprints 

 Manual dexterity 

 Paint brushes 

 Scrapers 

 Stencils 

 Forklifts 

 Work ethic 

 Work independently 

 Self-motivated 

 Preventive maintenance 

 Spray booths 

 Paint booths 
 

Job Duties:

Industrial Painters and Coaters select appropriate paint or mix paints using automated paint 
mixing equipment according to a pre-determined formula and operate or tend equipment to 
clean, wash, strip, sand, remove corrosion, fill dents or otherwise prepare items for application 
of paint, lacquer or other protective or decorative coatings. Industrial Painters and Coaters 



operate or tend automated spray paint, dip or flow coating equipment or other mechanized 
painting or product coating application equipment and operate hand-held spray guns to spray 
paint or coat stationary items or items on moving conveyor system with protective or 
decorative coatings. They paint small items and apply touch-ups using paint brushes and clean 
and maintain painting and coating, ventilation, compressed air and personal protective 
equipment. Industrial painters and coaters may also prepare and apply stencils, computer-
generated decals or other decorative items on finished products. 

Metal Finishing Process Operators prepare and mix metallizing solutions according to formulas 
or specifications and operate or tend equipment to clean, degrease, pickle and etch metal and 
non-metal surfaces to prepare work pieces with desired surface characteristics. Metal Finishing 
Process Operators tend automatic metal coating machines which convey objects through a 
series of cleaning, rinsing and plating solutions and operate and control electroplating 
equipment to coat metal and other work pieces. They operate hot-dip metal plating 
equipment to galvanize metal and other work pieces and operate spray equipment to build up 
worn or damaged parts or to bond protective or decorative coatings on various objects. Metal 
Finishing Process Operators also check proper thickness of plating using micrometers, calipers 
or other devices. They may also operate equipment to polish metallic surfaces of products 
and/or tend ovens which cure metal coating. 

 

Working Conditions: 

Operators in this group usually work in a conventional controlled environment such as an 

office, hospital or school. Work may involve chemicals that are harmful to skin or eyes, 

dangerous if inhaled or may cause a fire or explosion. Work is done in the presence of strong 

odours. 

 

Career Pathways: 

Progression to supervisory roles is possible with experience. 

Workers in this group are employed by manufacturing companies and custom refinishing, 
coating and plating shops. Below are potential career pathways for Industrial Painters, Coaters, 
and Metal Finishing Process Operators: 

 Assembly Line Painter 

 Automatic Paint-Sprayer Operator 

 Automobile Painter – Motor Vehicle Manufacturing 

 Aviation Painter 

 Ceramic and Enamel Refinisher 

 Coating Machine Operator – Industrial Painting and Coating 

 Electrogalvanizing Machine Operator 

 Enameller – Ship and Boat Building 

 Hot-Dip Galvanizer – Metal Plating 



 Industrial Products Painter 

 Metal Coater Operator 

 Metal Electroplater 

 Production Painter-Finisher 

 Spray Paint Operator 

 

Check out more possible career pathways on WEexplore. 

 

Education and Training Pathways: 

There is currently no formal post-secondary training program for this career offered locally. 

Employers may provide on the job training to teach the skills and competencies needed for the 

job.  

 

Disclaimer: The educational institution reserves the right to change information without notice, 

and may result in discrepancies between their information and the information presented above.  

If any errors are found, please report them to info@workforcewindsoressex.com. 

https://www.workforcewindsoressex.com/weexplore/
mailto:info@workforcewindsoressex.com

