
 

The “Creative Industries” sector covers a wide range of jobs, from information 

and communication technology to the arts. A number of new companies with a 

focus on information and communication technology have started and located in 

Windsor-Essex. These local companies have helped to make it a sector that will  

continue to experience growth in our area.  

  
 S

ix
 

C
reative In

d
u
stries 

 

This is the sixth of 

ten bulletins that 

discuss entry level 

positions within the 

promising sectors of 

Windsor-Essex. An 

entry level job is a 

position that does not require post-secondary education. A promising sector is a 

sector that will be growing in the next 3-5 years and therefore likely to create new 

jobs.  

Use these bulletins as a tool to explore your future career options.  An entry level 

position will give you experience and help you determine whether or not you’d like 

to pursue future training and education in that sector.  

There are 268 businesses in the 

Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 

Industries in Windsor-Essex. 

There are 129 businesses in the 

Information and Culture industries 

in Windsor-Essex. 

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian 

Business Patterns, June 2012. 

Read on to discover how Peter Solly has 

turned his  passion for cars into works of  art! 
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Entry Level Positions: 

 Graphic Designer Assistant 

 Administrative Assistant 

 Assistant Photographer 

 Assistant Multimedia Reporter  

 Social Media Writer 

 App Developer  

What are Employers Looking for? 

Someone who… 

 Has good communication skills 

 Is aware of current software 

 Can manage their time effectively 

 Knows how to work with deadlines 

 Is able to collaborate well with others 

 Has customer service experience  

 Is flexible 

 Has taken local workshops 

 Can speak different languages 

 Has marketing and trend analysis skills 

 Has a portfolio 
Where do I start? 

 Start creating a portfolio  

 Get your work out there, whether it be 

through websites or in the community 

 Volunteer 

 Create your own job by applying for 

grants 

 Be open minded about your expectations 

for the real world 

 Take a co-op placement 

 Network and create connections with local 

organizations in this sector 

 Be willing to do behind the scenes work at 

first 

 Be an entrepreneur and think of ways that 

you can use your skills to create your own 

business  

What the Employers Say:  

7,500 people were 

working in the 

Information, Culture and 

Recreation industries in 

the Windsor Census 

Metropolitan Area as of  

2011. 

Source:  Statistics Canada.   Table   282

-0112 -  Labour force survey estimates 

(LFS), 2012. 



 

Take it from me…  
Meet Peter Solly, owner of MacDonald’s Full 

Auto Service and local artist. Read on to 

discover how his background as an auto 

technician led him to create unique and 

interesting sculptures. 

What process did you take to start creating 

sculptures? 

I grew up spending time in my parent’s auto 

repair garage. This gave me valuable experience 

that led to me becoming the youngest licensed 

auto repair technician in Canada. My brother 

owns Windsor Art Metal and he suggested that I 

look into creating sculptures. I was inspired by a 

book on similar sculptures and I decided that I 

would take it to the next level. The sculptures 

continue to get better as my imagination grows. 

What skills are important for this type of 

work? 

You need to have a wide imagination to be able to 

think of how scraps can come together to create 

something that people will love. On the technical 

side, you need to know how to use a torch so that 

you can weld and bend the different materials. 

You also need to have a knowledge of metals and 

the different textures and shapes that can be 

created using them.  

What do you love most about creating these 

sculptures? 

It is an incredible feeling to know that the work 

I’m doing helps to change people’s lives through 

the fundraising initiatives my sculpture’s get to 

be a part of for local charities. It’s also great to 

know that people are paying me to do something 

I love. These sculptures have made the outside of 

my shop into a museum. When I have them on 

display people stop to look and take pictures. 

They have opened many doors to experiences 

that I normally wouldn’t have. I’ve had the 

opportunity to create sculptures for several 

important events in our community. You can find 

the sculptures all over Windsor-Essex.  

What processes are involved in creating the 

sculptures? 

It takes a lot of time to process ideas. I have 

found that the slower I build them the better the 

final outcome.  I collect junk through connections 

to the dump, the recycle depot and people in the 

local automotive industry. The pieces I collect are 

then used for creating the sculptures. It usually 

takes ten to twenty hours per sculpture. I start 

with one piece and then build from there. 

Normally there are at least three people who 

contribute to creating the final product. I have 

my auto technicians create parts of the sculpture 

and a professional artist paints the faces.  

What do you appreciate most about working 

in Windsor Essex? 

I love that Windsor is a safe place to live and has 

a nice climate. We don’t have to sit in traffic jams 

and we have a short commute, allowing us to 

spend more time with family. The people in this 

area are great. We also have low real estate costs 

and are close to the border for activities like 

sports games and skiing.  

What are your future goals for the work that 

you do? 

I would love to put Windsor on the map by 

creating a TV show based on my auto shop and 

my sculptures.  

Turn the page to learn about Employment 

Ontario Service providers who can assist you in 

your job search.  
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